[Alexia-agraphia of kanji (Japanese morphogram) after left posterior-inferior temporal lesion].
Several cases of selective alexia with agraphia of kanji have been reported in Japan in this decade. It is well known that the lesion in the posterior inferior temporal lobe of the dominant hemisphere is responsible for this cognitive syndrome. Neuropsychological data in our patient suggest that the postero-inferior region of the temporal lobe of the dominant hemisphere may be the visuo-verbal association area for the analysis of the complex visuo-verbal information. The symptoms caused by the same lesion in western patients might be subangular alexia (alexia without agraphia). Alexia with agraphia of kanji and subangular alexia would appear to be distinct entities, but a dual processing hypothesis of visuo-verbal information and the concept of the visuo-verbal association area might well explain both syndromes.